
 

When you have finished with this document: 

 

a) To return to the beginning of the HUB document (You shall know them 

by what they do) click here. 

or 

b) To return to the position in the HUB document from which you opened 

this document click here.   

 

 

Scroll down to the Heads of Government Agreement on Superannuation 

(HOGAS) 

 
HOGAS is an agreement signed by the Commonwealth Government and all governments of 

Australian states and territories in the early 1990s. Under HOGAS the Commonwealth agreed 

that the states and territories could run superannuation funds established under state/territory 

legislation without being directly subject to the Commonwealth’s Superannuation Industry 

(Supervision) Act 1993 (SIS). The states and territories agreed to run their schemes in accord 

with Commonwealth government retirement income policy objectives.  

 

The first paragraph of HOGAS refers to there being consistent taxation outcomes for all 

members of Australian funds whether in the public or private sector. SA Superannuants, 

Richard Vear and Barry Foster cited this paragraph as requiring the rule change made to EISS 

pensions as being a change that saw the tax advantage of paying pensions from the taxed 

superannuation environment go to members. The rule change actually made diverted this tax 

advantage to employers.  

 

The then-State Ombudsman, Mr Richard Bingham, made the claim that HOGAS was an 

agreement between governments to reduce employer costs for ‘notoriously generous’ public 

sector schemes.  

 

Readers are invited to read HOGAS and decide for themselves which of these two 

interpretations is the more plausible.     

 

http://www.sasuperannuants.org.au/you-shall-know-them-by-what-they-do/
http://www.sasuperannuants.org.au/you-shall-know-them-by-what-they-do/#HOGAS












 


