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Who was Muriel Matters ?



How it all started



Grille Incident – 28 October 1908



Muriel Lilah Matters-Porter 1877 -1969

Thomas Matters   -     Mary (nee Adams)

1820 – 1857                1812 - 1888

Thomas 

James 

1850 – 1933          

John Leonard - Emma Alma (nee Warburton)

1853 – 1943       1855 - 1944
Richard Adams 

1857 - 1942

Elsie 
1876-1946

Muriel =      Dr W Porter

1877 – 1969   1870 - 1949
Keith 
1895 –1972    

Isabel 

1893-1972  

Harold
1879

Leonard

1881-1951 

Jack (John) 

1882 –1938    

Mary
1887-1907

Charles 

Henry 

1847 - 1893                      

Charles

1885-1915    

Mary
1875-6



Muriel’s Birth Place - Bowden 



Childhood Homes



School Days

Miss Newman’s School 
(Unley Museum Photo)

c.1903

Still Standing today (MMS Photo)



Elocution & Music

Edward Reeves

Lionel Logue
1880 - 1953

Lyric Club (Bank SA Building)

YMCA – Reeves’  Rooms

Bryceson Treharne



Interest in Early Education

Friedrick Froebel
1782 - 1872

Kindy Demonstration Class



The Delsarte Method

François Delsarte     Isadora Duncan 
1811 – 1871     1877-1927



Robert Brough Theatre

1872 - 1905



1836 - 1904

William Rignold



Catching-up for Women Worldwide

Votes for Women 13 June 1913



1894 – Dual Suffrage for SA Women

Catherine Helen Spence
(1825 – 1910)
Vice-President SA 

Women's Suffrage League

Mary Lee 
(1821 – 1909)
Secretary SA 

Women's Suffrage League 

Elizabeth Webb Nicholls 
(1850 – 1943)

Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union

Augusta Zadow  
(1846 –1896)

Mary Colton 
(1822-1898)

Rosetta Jane Birks
Suffragist & philanthropist 

(1856-1911)

http://stemaustralia.org.au/spaces/1/stemaustralia/articles/news/177/augusta-zadow-scholarships-now-open


1905 - Departure from Australia



1905 - Arrival in London

Prince Peter Kropotkin



NUWSS

Josephine Butler
1828 - 1906

Lydia Becker
1827 - 1890

Millicent Garrett Fawcett 
1847-1929

Lady Frances Balfour
 1858-1931

Contagious Diseases Acts

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EW5MZTDizC6gxM&tbnid=zGwWpJmEysGIjM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.liv.ac.uk/library/sca/colldescs/butler.html&ei=x8EfVMadM4fX8gW5i4G4BA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGFAHeeosyHLIEAopZmtkThVyP7RQ&ust=1411453764807051
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EW5MZTDizC6gxM&tbnid=zGwWpJmEysGIjM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.liv.ac.uk/library/sca/colldescs/butler.html&ei=x8EfVMadM4fX8gW5i4G4BA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGFAHeeosyHLIEAopZmtkThVyP7RQ&ust=1411453764807051
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=kxgkhtimfxARKM&tbnid=auP_yyEOPD6JGM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/legacies/work/england/southampton/article_3.shtml&ei=5MEfVL6TI8rU8gXJpoLADA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGFAHeeosyHLIEAopZmtkThVyP7RQ&ust=1411453764807051
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=kxgkhtimfxARKM&tbnid=auP_yyEOPD6JGM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/legacies/work/england/southampton/article_3.shtml&ei=5MEfVL6TI8rU8gXJpoLADA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGFAHeeosyHLIEAopZmtkThVyP7RQ&ust=1411453764807051
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EW5MZTDizC6gxM&tbnid=zGwWpJmEysGIjM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.liv.ac.uk/library/sca/colldescs/butler.html&ei=x8EfVMadM4fX8gW5i4G4BA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGFAHeeosyHLIEAopZmtkThVyP7RQ&ust=1411453764807051
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=1012398&imageID=1536892&total=752&num=80&word=schwimmer-lloyd%20collection&s=1&notword=&d=&c=&f=&k=1&lWord=&lField=&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&sort=&imgs=20&pos=83&e=w


1905 - The Pankhursts 

Richard
1836-1898

Adela 
1885-1961 

Sylvia
1882 - 1960

Christabel 
1880-1958

Emmeline
1858-1928

Harry
1889 - 1910



WSPU - Suffragette Movement



WSPU - Suffragettes at Work



Suffrage Communicaton

◼ Postcard & Hankies

◼ Hand Bills and 
Billboards

◼ At Homes

◼ Public Meetings & 
Rallys

◼ Chalking

◼ Newsletters & Banners



Pro Suffrage Posters & Cards



Anti-Suffrage Posters & Cards



WSPU Members

Nellie Martel
(1855-1940)

Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence
(1867 – 1954)

Frederick Pethick-Lawrence
(1871 – 1961)



1907 Formation of WFL -
Women’s Freedom League

Teresa Billington-Greig
         (1877-1964)

Edith How-Martyn
     (1875-1954)

Charlotte Despard
       (1844-1939)



Votes for Women – The Caravan Tour 
Early May – Mid October 1908



Hastings – Sussex Caravan Campaign

London

Hastings



1908 – Wellington Sq



Muriel’s Hastings



Public Meetings - Muriel in North Wales



1908 - Monster Rally, 21 June



1908 – Hyde Park Crowd, Sunday 21 June



1908 – Hyde Park Crowd, Sunday 21 June



1908 – Grille Incident

ILN 17 Oct 1908



1908 – Grille Incident

River Thames



Ladies Gallery
House of Commons



1908 - Grille Incident



1908 – Prison, Holloway Gaol



1909 – King at Parliament, 16 February

The King and Queen  drove to Westminster on 
16 February 1909 to open the 4th Session of 

the current Parliament in the Old State 
Coach.(Daily Mirror, 17/2/1909)



1909 - Balloon Flight, 16 February



1909 - Balloon Flight, 16 February

In flight with Captain 
Spencer
(Daily Mirror, 17/2/1909)



1909 – Balloon Flight 
International Press Coverage



1909 – Force Feeding

Began Sept 1909, 

  this Election Poster c1910

Emmeline Pankhurst
(1858-1928)

Charlotte Marsh
(1842-1909)

Laura Ainsworth
(1885 - 1958)

Mabel Capper
(1886 - 1966

Mary Leigh
(1885 – 1978?)

Eileen Casey
(1881 – 1972)

(Evelyn) Hilda Burkitt
(1876— 1955)



1910 - Return to Australia & Tour



1910 - Return to Australia & Tour



1910 - Magic Lantern Show on Tour



1910 – The Resolution & Garden Party

Hon. Andrew Fisher 
(1862 – 1928)

Josiah Thomas 
(1863 – 1933)

Dr William Maloney 
(1854 – 1940)

Senator Arthur Rae 
(1860 – 1943)



1911 – Vida in the UK



1913 - Rising Militancy in UK



1913 – UK Cat & Mouse Act

Lady Constance Lytton
1869 - 1923

Jane Warton

Royal Assent 
25 April, 1913



1914 - Peace Conference and
 Marriage (19 South End)



1915 – 6th International Congress of 
Women (The Hague) 28 April – 1 May



1916 – Montessori Training & Teaching



1918 – Women’s Franchise

Representation of the People Act 1918 was passed, enfranchising 
women over the age of 30 who met minimum property qualifications

Nancy Astor, Viscountess Astor
1879 — 1964

Constance Georgine Markievicz, Countess Markievicz 
1868 – 1927

The first woman to be elected to 
Parliament was the Countess de 
Markievicz . Of Anglo-Irish origin, 
she was married to a Polish Count. 
A  member of Sinn Fein, she had 
played a part in the Easter Rising of 
1916. Stood for election for a seat in 
Dublin whilst in Holloway prison in 
London in December 1918.  She was 
successfully elected and became the 
first woman to be  returned to the 
House of Commons, but she did not 
take her seat. 

Viscountess Astor was the first 
woman to take a seat in Parliament. 
Born in Virginia, she moved to 
England following her divorce from 
her first husband and subsequently 
married Waldorf Astor in 1906. In 
1919 her husband, who was MP for 
Plymouth Sutton, succeeded to the 
peerage. She was elected in his 
stead for the Conservative party and 
held the seat until she retired in 
June 1945. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=9zfGptPHauKJtM&tbnid=jg9EUedIX59ziM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw67848/Nancy-Astor-Viscountess-Astor&ei=Y2OnU9H6PISulAWom4HADA&bvm=bv.69411363,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFEd4XiBx-7uy8wCIVFSnXWIrHh9w&ust=1403565258114428
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Countess_Markiewicz.jpg


1922 – 2nd Australian Tour
Education Lectures

The West Australian, Tuesday 4 July 1922



1924 – Runs for Seat of Hastings

Hastings Observer 1 November 1924



Penn, Buckinghamshire



Living in Penn, Buckinghamshire



1949 – Death of William Porter
Return to Hastings – Pelham Cres



1957 – WFL Golden Anniversary



Hastings - Twilight Years in Hastings



November 1969 – Funeral Service



The Muriel Matters Society Inc. - 2010 



MMS Vice Regal Visit – 2010



Muriel’s Legacy

MMS Research Team

Steven Anderson
Marie Maddocks
Wendy Herbert

Eileen Luscombe
and

Frances Bedford 
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